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MG2: when the company works  
thanks to solar energy 

 
A 460-kilowatt installation to cover the energetic demand of a 14000 sq. mt. factory. 
These, in brief, the data concerning the photovoltaic system recently implemented 
by MG2. The company of Bologna, which has been active for about 50 years in the 
production and marketing of automatic machines for the pharmaceutical sector, is 
investing as usual on technology, and doing it with a special care for the 
environment.  
 
 

«The goal of this choice – says Manuela 
Gamberini, MG2’s marketing manager – 
is to make the company even more 
efficient, decreasing at the same time its 
impact on the area, to which we are 
traditionally bound. We have arranged the 
installation so that it can satisfy our 
energetic needs, which are particularly 
important because the company is 
provided with tools and devices 
considerably developed as for their 
technological profile, such as numerical 
control machines, different kinds of robots 
and an automatic warehouse. This is an 

elaborate system which needs a constant energy flow, so the structure which holds it has 
to be, in the same way, efficient and well balanced. At the same time, our photovoltaic 
installation is made to perfectly integrate itself with the building from an architectural point 
of view as well; moreover, it is conceived to exploit the residual energy, thus avoiding any 
waste».  
 
Energy surplus, which is produced during the weekend, when factory is closed, is put in 
the local network of electricity’s distribution. The installation, which covers the whole 
surface of the roof, was finished in 2010 and started working in the spring of 2011, after 
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the technical and administrative authorization procedure, which involved the Energy 
Service Management (GSE), ENEL and Customs Agency. During last year, the 
installation produced over 360000 kilowatts, half of which were reintroduced in the 
network. The whole operation was supported by the counselling of the E.I.CON 
cooperative, born by the will of the Association of Small and Medium Enterprises of 
Bologna’s province, which helped the company to face the red tape which risked to delay 
the whole planning stage, the installation and the implementation of the plant. The red 
tape is an obstacle which too often comes between a company’s desire of progress 
and the actual achievement of an innovative technology. 
 
«There aren’t many companies –Gamberini ends – which, in times like these, think about 
such big investments. On the one hand, it is true that tax relieves pay the profitability in 
advance, but the whole costs recovery through to the incentives, the saving on energy 
purchased and the profitability of the energy surplus which is redistributed in the network, 
will happen not earlier than 5 or 6 years. To conclude, this is a not very lucrative 
operation, which is justified above all in matching sustainable development, economic 
saving and environmental protection». 

 

A sustainable choice for MG2 facility in Pian di Macina di Pianoro (BO) 


